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Excerpt: . . . 11 ESL GED Classes - Parent literacy opportunities are made available through the Project. GEAR UP
collaborates with the Educational Service Center and local school districts to support their parent literacy
programs. Parent and Student Engagement - The GEAR UP Family and Community Out-reach Coordinator is
always looking for opportunities to provide parent training through meaningful and exciting ways. Many times
a student event is that perfect opportunity ! The parent will attend the event with their child and as their child is
receiving training in matters such as which classes to take in high school, the par-ent is receiving training on
the benefits of a pre-AP or AP curriculum. The GEAR UP Project, the university and other local colleges have
held such events. A Career Extravaganza was held recently in which approximately 1, 200 students received in-
formation about career awareness, taking the appropriate high school courses and were given opportunities to
explore the diFerent majors available to them in college. Parents also attended the Career Extravaganza and
received training from GEAR UP and university personnel regarding parental involvement in post-secondary in-
stitutions, financial aid planning and the understanding high school credits. Parents are also invited to listen to
motivational speakers throughout the year to assist in reinforcing the message at home about making good
grades and making plans to attend college. Our GEAR UP parents have also attended and assisted with
commu-nity service activities with their children to better...
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