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Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.6in.The financing of hazard mitigation continues to, be one of the more difficult
impediments to creating a seismically safe environment for Californians. Both State and local governments
have undertaken mitigation utilizing a variety of funding mechanisms. California is one of the most seismically
active States in the U. S. The statistics generated by seismologists are sobering. Over the coming decades
variously sized earthquakes can be expected throughout the State, some with catastrophic damage potential. A
sample statistic: there is a 90 probability that either the San Francisco Bay Area or the Los Angeles basin will
suffer a magnitude 7 or larger earthquake by the year 2020. Each of the many large earthquakes predicted
throughout the State can cause billions of dollars in property damage, loss of human life, injury, and
disruptions in transportation, communications and utilities. As one response to this threat, because
unreinforced masonry buildings (URMs) are susceptible to serious damage in a major earthquake, in 1986 the
State of California adopted what is commonly referred to as the URM Law. As discussed later in this Handbook,
this law requires municipalities and counties within the most seismically active zones in the State to identify and
create hazard mitigation programs for the unreinforced masonry buildings in their jurisdiction. A number of
earthquake experts are now recommending that such identification and mitigation be applied to other
seismically hazardous structures as well, including concrete frame structures lacking ductile connections,
poorly designed tilt-up concrete buildings with inadequate roof-wall connections, and older (pre-1960) homes
with inadequate strength in their foundations or cripple walls. The URM Law stopped short of requiring the
owners of URM buildings to upgrade their structures. Many communities, however, have taken the...
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