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conspiracy. Then, having separated the witnesses and
questioned them apart, their answers were found so
contradictory that the people with one voice declared Susanna
innocent. 4. The Fiery Furnace.--Nabuchodonosor, being an
idolater, set up a statue of gold and ordered all his courtiers and
people to bow down in adoration before it. Sidrach, Misach, and
Abdenago refused. Daniel was absent at the time or he would
also have refused. To punish these noble yonths the king ordered
a furnace to be prepared heated seven times hotter than usual,
into which they were thrown. But though the men who obeyed
the command were consumed by the fire, the young Hebrews
were untouched by the flames, for an angel of the Lord came
down to them and a soft, cool breeze filled the interior of the
furnace, so that not even a hair of...
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