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Commencement, A. D., 1746, to 1783 At least such is the fatigued testimony of the compiler, who has no more
immediate interest in what he aGirms, than that of a proud devotion, in common with his fellow-alumni. The
cotemporaneous history of this College is only in the technical volumes of its own records, and the breasts of its
graduates. And those of them who have not had occasion to notice the generality of this fact, ought to be
informed of it. Our Alma Mater is forever guiltless of any discoverable instance of self-praise - and she is equally
guiltless of any vehemence of self-commiseration. Whatever cries the severity of her reverses may have
extorted, have been without emphasis, in words of exact wisdom, that could have come only from a calm self-
possession inspired by the steady consciousness of the intrinsic worthiness and dignity of her own doctrine, and
by which she has always been majestic even in her lamentations. From what has been already said - from the
most abundant direct evidence from sources to be mentioned, and from the nature of the existing
circumstances, it is manifest that, under those circumstances, the College of New Jersey traces its immediate
origin to the influence of religion. And it was only an influence so vital and so urgent, that could by any
ordinary possibility at that juncture, have educed the result. Doubtless a merely secular and prudential
necessity for a corporate literary institution was strongly perceived at that time and had been felt for years
previous. Throughout the whole extent of the British Provinces lying between Connecticut...
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