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House of Representatives, Tuesday, May 6, 1884 On the bill (H. R. 5893) to reduce import duties and war-tariI
taxes. Mr. Brewer, of New Jersey, said: Mr. Chairman: I said all that I wish to say on the tariI in my speech in the
Forty-seventh Congress, and I could only reiterate the same. But since that time an article has been written
upon the tariI which in my judgment surpasses all others for clearness of statement and conclusiveness of
argument that have ever been written on that subject. It comes from the pen of the magnetic statesman, James
G. Blaine, who I hope may be chosen as the standard-bearer of the principles lie so ably represents. In his
Twenty Years of Congress, volume 1, pages 168 - 214, he says: The slavery question was not the only one which
developed into a chronic controversy between certain elements of Northern opinion and certain elements of
Southern opinion. A review of the sectional struggle would be incomplete if it did not embrace a narrative of
those diIerences on the tariI which at times led to serious disturbance, and, on one memorable occasion, to
an actual threat of resistance to the authority of the Government. The division upon the tariI was never so
accurately defined by geographical lines as was the division upon slavery; but the aggressive elements on each
side of both questions finally coalesced in the same States, North and South. Massachusetts and South Carolina
marched in the vanguard of both controversies; and the States which respectively followed on the tariI issue
were, in large...
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