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indexed. Not illustrated. 1820 Excerpt: .over the ancient philosophers in theological science be attributed, but to
the pride of reason? The truth is, that, when a fact is once hinted, many just inferences may be drawn, and
plausible things advanced concerning it, by those who never were, otherwise, capable of finding it out. The
discovery of another continent was, for many years, regarded by the wise and learned men in Europe as a
romantic enterprize; but ever since its existence was ascertained by Columbus, the most ignorant mariner can
find the new world. The celebrated navigator himself Was not without some hints, from certain strange
phenomena seen upon the shores of the western islands, previously to his undertaking the grand expedition.
The belief of some superior being has been iit the world ever since there were men in it; all that is left for them
is, to try what can be said for or against it. This is 4 quite a different thing from finding out a fact altogether
unknown; a province that reason was never made for; and which indeed cannot possibly be done, but either by
bringing it within the reach of our perceptive powers, or by the hi formation of others. It is an indisputable fact,
that immediately after the promulgation of the christian doctrine throughout the Raman empire, by the
preaching and writings of the Apostles, that the opinions of every philosophic sect underwent a remarkable
change for the better. The philosophers that flourished in these ages...
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