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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . .. CHAPTER XIX. CONCLUSION. It was somewhat about the end of January that | was
sitting one day by the fireside in the dear old study, as the frosty twilight was closing in. Jack was looking after
his farm, but had bidden me stay in out of the cold; and | was musing happily, with my head laid back in his
own big arm-chair, and my feet toasting on the fender, listening for the sound of his footsteps. It had been
unusually cold for a week or more, and he had been kept very busy looking after his live stock in consequence,
especially some very valuable young cattle, which seemed to want as much sheltering and coddling as if they
had been racehorses in training, and a quantity of unfortunate little lambs which had arrived ever so much
sooner than the world was ready for them. It was so freezing cold that hares came into the kitchen-garden for
food, and little starved birds--chaffinches and sparrows and yellow-hammers and red-breasts--swarmed about
the house and rickyards in thousands, the latter often coming in at doors and windows, and occasionally even
venturing upon the breakfast-table. There was hardly a green leafbud out upon the trees, and nothing but
berries and Christmas roses in the flower-beds. All the landscape was in black and white and grey, like a pale
photograph, the rivers and fen-dykes fast locked in ice. | wished such weather at an end, for the sake of the...
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