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out of which this book grew was conceived by the workers of The Associated Charities of Pittsburgh, who have
long felt that more accurate, comprehensive information regarding the laws of our Commonwealth would
strengthen their service to their clients. To determine those statutes which have application to the social
relationships and conditions of families and persons which social workers are called upon to serve, and to
present, as briefly and untechnically as possible, the provisions of these acts and the process of enforcement
are the tasks which have been undertaken by the author. Manifestly a complete compendium of such legislation
could not be attempted within the limits prescribed by the object of providing a legal guide for the use of the lay
field worker. It is believed, however, that all the laws which are commonly used by social workers, as well as
many acts which probably never have been used, but which could be used to advantage, have been covered in
this compilation. It is scarcely necessary to state that the book was not designed as a substitute for the services
of an attorney. We believe it will be sufficiently clear to those who use the book that the only wise course for the
layman in almost every instance is to seek competent legal counsel. The manual should prove valuable to
members of the legal profession whose practice includes the handling of cases falling within the range of
subjects considered. The references to statutes and to cases have been made exact and in accordance with the
usual method of citation in the legal profession, and the...
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